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Contributorsour
Lisa Canning is an interior stylist with a 
penchant for chic, contemporary, personalized 
interiors. A graduate of Ryerson University’s 
acclaimed School of Fashion, Lisa brought her 
flair for textiles and colour as she transitioned 
into designing homes on HGTV’s Marriage Under 
Construction . For the past 7 years Lisa Canning 
interiors has been specializing in modern 
interiors for both commercial and residential 
spaces. TIP When renovating your kitchen, 
consider integrating technology and adequate 
power sources into the island. Create a custom 
charging station and add speakers within the 
millwork for a seamless look. lisacanning.ca

HeatHer segreti An accomplished Interior 
Designer for over 20 years, her background in both 
commercial and residential design complements 
each other bringing innovative ideas to each 
custom project. Heather’s formal design background 
and accredited training have shaped her refined 
Design aesthetic. segreti Design is a full service 
Interior Design Firm with a current focus on 
large scale residential projects from concept to 
completion. TIP Take advantage of all the new and 
exciting storage components that are offered. Take a 
hard look at the way you navigate your kitchen and 
plan for your lifestyle, not a generic one. Use fully 
integrated appliances for a sleek and upscale look. 
segretidesign.com

Laura stein Principal and CEO of 
Laura stein interiors, an award-winning firm 
specializing in custom interior decorating and 
design for residential clients.  Dedicated to 
creating exceptional, distinctive, and uniquely 
personal interiors for her clients, Laura’s focus 
is on fresh, lifestyle-based design infused with 
comfort and understated luxury. TIP For your 
base cabinets, forget cupboards with interior 
shelves and go for deep wide drawers instead. 
They provide just as much storage, and you’ll 
never have to crawl on your hands and knees 
to reach the back of the cupboard again. 
laurasteininteriors.com

Celebrity Designer gLen PeLoso, Principal 
of Glen Peloso interiors, has successfully designed 
over 300 residential and commercial projects around 
the world in the last two decades. Glen makes 
regular guest appearances on various television and 
radio shows across Canada and is a regular guest 
speaker at home shows. Glen is Canadian Home 
Trends Magazine’s National Design Contributor, as 
well as a design columnist for The Toronto Star’s  
Saturday New in Homes section. TIP The most 
important element in any successful bathroom is 
“planning, planning, planning;”  It will keep your 
design cohesive, on budget and will ultimately 
improve your life. glenpelosointeriors.com

eriCa geLman, Principal of Erica Gelman 
House of Design specializes in both large and 
small scale residential design projects. Known for 
enhancing and creating new possibilities in every 
space of your home. TIP When you’re tackling a 
kitchen renovation, start by thinking of how you’ll 
use the space; are you entertaining, is this a chef’s 
kitchen or is it a family gathering spot? Start with 
function and then proceed to esthetics.
house-of-design.ca

eiLeen marsHaLL, owner of Eileen 
Marshall Design a company that offers a full 
range of services; specializing in renovations and 
custom homes.  Eileen’s philosophy is to create 
elegant and inviting interiors whilst promoting 
a healthy and comfortable home for each and 
every family member.
 TIP A workable layout and efficient use of 
space are key elements of a well-designed 
kitchen. Consideration to environmentally 
friendly materials and energy saving appliances 
are also important issues. This multi-functional 
room should reflect our lifestyle and 
encourage practical living and, look gorgeous! 
eileenmarshalldesign.com

Karen seaLy owner of sealy Design inc., is 
an award winning designer who is equally at ease 
in a hard hat or heels. With formal training in interior 
design and a degree in business and psychology, 
she is well prepared to create fabulous spaces that 
meet emotional and functional needs, look and feel 
great, and stay on track and on budget. Karen is a 
regular décor expert on CityLine and Host/Designer 
of HGTV’s Summer Home.  TIP The most important 
issue when redesigning a kitchen is the planning.  
What are your needs? How long do you plan to stay 
in this home?  How important is resale value to you? 
The answers to these questions will help you set 
budget and priorities. sealydesigninc.com

Jennifer Brouwer is a design expert 
creating  functional and stunning interiors, from 
concept to completion, with one goal in mind, 
responsible interior design that enhances client’s 
lifestyles for years to come. With over 600 projects 
and 14 years experience, Jennifer brouwer Design 
inc. has created many noteworthy results which 
are distinguished by Jennifer’s signature warmth, 
personal approach, and wherever fitting, the use 
of existing materials in an innovative manner. TIP 
Designing a kitchen is a large undertaking and, 
typically, the largest financial investment you 
will make in your home. Thoughtful planning, 
careful budgeting and extensive research are the 
ingredients for a beautiful and functional kitchen. 
jenniferbrouwerdesign.com
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As the autumn season 
brings on cooler 
weather it’s time to 
get back inside and embrace 
the season with the perfect fall kitchen. 
This autumn palette is a reflection of the 
season’s warm tones found in nature yet it 
incorporates a pop of bright colours. Painting 
walls in a dynamic colour is guaranteed 
to make a statement and is an easy way 
to bring new energy into the space. It can 
also be easily updated. In the same token, 
by keeping furnishings neutral you’ll gain 
permanent flexibility. 

When it comes to choosing a metal finish be 
sure to carefully select one that is true to the 
design concept. In this case, we went with 
a traditional yet classic finish. Express your 
personality and experiment with fabrics and 
textiles. Be bold this season and  cook up a 
tastefully designed autumn kitchen. 
~Erica Gelman

Cadiz rug - red
West Elm
www.westelm.com

Hogue Lane Dining Table
Elte
www.elte.com

ANN-550-98
LIMED
Bungalow 5
www.bungalow5.com

Erica Gelman

Trim Colour Base CabinetsWall Colour Accents

Bridgeford 20 158 ZB0  
oil-rubbed Bronze Faucet
Grohe
www.grohe.ca

orange Linen 32330.12 
Kravet 
www.kravetcanada.com

Drapery
Kravet smart 31747.1216 

Kravet 
www.kravetcanada.com

Chair seat Fabric

sQUArE IroN AND WooD LANTErN 
NATUrAL AsH WooD - oLD IroN 
union Lighting and Furnishings 
www.unionlightingandfurnishings.com

Country Cowboy – 3F3-8               
Beauti-Tone paint
www.beauti-tone.com

snow Drop – 5J2-1               
Beauti-Tone paint
www.beauti-tone.com

Complex – 6C1-8               
Beauti-Tone paint
www.beauti-tone.com

Chinchila – 3B2-8               
Beauti-Tone paint
www.beauti-tone.com

editor’s picks | design boards
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n today’s market, five hundred 
square feet is typically thought to 
be a common size for a bachelor or 

one-bedroom condo, however, that was not the 
case for this designer kitchen. The owners of  
this fabulous kitchen were building a custom 
home to accommodate their growing family and 
decided to utilize the main floor by allocating to 
the kitchen as  much square footage as possible. 
And square footage they gave  – all five hundred 
square feet of  luxury, equipped with top of  
the line appliances, exotic counter tops and 
dazzling crystal knobs. This space was not 
only impressive in size but also in finishes and 
quality; a true vision of  classic design.  

I

“the kitchen is the heart of 
the home: a gathering spot, 
the main area for entertaining 
and the most used room in the 
entire house.”

For this reason, the homeowners had big plans 
to create a dream kitchen in their new home. 
The kitchen had very specific requirements: 
it would exude style and sophistication, be 
everyday casual yet formal enough to host classy 
dinner parties and celebratory family functions. 

Keep in mind, a home does not need to be 
this grand to feel polished and refined. The 
same principles can be applied when designing 
a five thousand square foot home or a five 
hundred square foot condo. It is the finishes 
and styled applications that make a space feel 
luxurious. We were able to incorporate a built-in 
fridge to create a seamless look with the cream 
cabinets glazed in an antique finish. (If  built-in 
appliances aren’t an option, I suggest a less 
expensive panel-ready or counter depth fridge 
which will look custom). The perimeter of  the 
kitchen has much lighter cabinets to allow the 
eye to freely move around the room. However, 
our focal point, and ultimately the grounding 
object in the space was hard to miss. An eight 
foot island, stained in espresso, was centrally 
located for easy access creating the perfect 
serving counter top. 

designer spaces | a dream kitchen
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Counter top 
Stone Craft Canada  
www.stonecraftcanada.ca

Floor Tiles & Back splash 
Tile Shoppe inc. 
www.tileshoppes.com

Hardware - swarovski Crystal 
Richelieu 
www.richelieu.com

Lighting 
universal Lighting 
www.greatlighting.com

Appliances 
Fridge: Sub Zero 
Stove: Viking 
under counter Microwave: Sharp 
Appliance Canada 
www.appliancecanada.com

Faucet & sink 
Bath City  
www.bathcity.ca

Design & Project Management 
Erica Gelman - House of Design  
www.house-of-design.ca 

Form and function went hand-in-hand on this 
project. One of  the most significant design 
decisions was the lighting plan. Starting early meant 
we could accommodate task, ambient and mood 
illumination throughout the space. One of  the 
most important elements of  design is function and 
without an effective lighting plan, the kitchen would 
not reach its full potential. This design rule applies 
to any space, especially ones with insufficient natural 
lighting. Imagine working months on choosing 
finishes that could possibly be hidden in darkness. 
Other high impact design components were the 
smallest details; those are the ones that give the 
space its unique look. 

To create floor dimension and emphasize the 
twenty-five foot long kitchen, we decided on twelve 
by twenty-four inch marble tiles and accented 
them with contrasting mosaics to produce large 
rectangular shapes on the ground. This type of  tile 
effect can also be produced in any hard surface area 
such as in bathroom showers, back splashes and 
floors. You don’t have to choose just one basic tile, 
you can mix and match to incorporate high-end 
with budget-friendly materials.  

The kitchen itself  followed many design principles 
which can be interpreted into countless spaces.  
Focal point, balance, lighting, form and function 
equal a recipe for a classic and timeless design. 
It’s easy to create impact in your space by paying 
attention to the smallest details and fashioning a 
space that works for your home. 




